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Vice-Canc. O x 


To the Reverend 


Dr. GARD INE R. 


One of the Proctors for the Clergy 

of the Dioceſe of GLouctsTER, 

EN Warden / ALL-SouLs College 

in Ox FOR, and Vice-Chancellor 
of that Famous Univerſity. 


) x | | 
Reverend SIR, 


how much the leſs the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe do's de/erve, 

by ſo much the more do's it 

Want your Protection ; and though 
it may look like a Soleciſm to prefix 
Jo great a Name to ſo mean a Per- 
formance, yet, when I confider the 
greatneſs of your Caudour, as well 
as of your Character, I can no more 
deſpair of your Pardon, than de- 
ſerve your Praiſe For though you 
are able to aſſiſt the greazg/ Capaci- 
1 ties, 
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ties, yet are you willing to encou- I aa. 
rage the ; and, it the Deſign 
of a Performance be good, you are 
ready to receive it from the eaneſl 
Hand, that ſo it may derive a Luſtre I and 
from your Apprab4tion, which the I ceſſo 
Obſcurity of its Author could never wy 
give it. I I d debin . Wh 
Upon theſe Conſiderations, this — 
well meant Eſſay is addreſs'd to your I Whi 
Name, Mön a modeft Aſſurancè of a fof in 
candid Reception; For the Honeſty your 
of its Defign can't fail to recom- [77a 
mend it to your Approbation, as appe 
your Approbation can't. fail to re- | that 
commend it to all that are unpre- Nati 


* 


judic'd. bung! 013397 THOY Ved. 
Tis Loyalty, SIR, That feeks to [jn t.! 
you for Countenance under the-Con- | he; 
tempt of ſuch, as de/piJe Dominion, [Real 
and [peak evil of Dignities; and you [X/ 
muſt needs allow that the Favour of I have 
your Patronage, to which you give 
the Advantage of your Example. 
No One could be more Loyally af- 
fected 


> IB 1 


Tie Dedication. 
fected to Her late MaJEsTyY, of 
bleſſed Memory, than your Self; 


and, Who has given the World a 
more convincing Proof of his Duty, 


and Affection to Her Royal Suc- 


ceſſor? 

While ſome were ſolicitous to De- 
fame His Friends, you made it your 
Buſineſs to Detect His Enemzes : 
While they made a needleſs Out- cry 
of 7:maginary Dangers,yau employ d 
your Care againſt the Deſign of real 
Tratitors: And though They would 
appear as Joyful as your Seff under 
that ineſtimable Bleſſing, which the 
Nation enjoys in our preſent Sove- 
reign; yet there is this Difference 
in the Motives of your Joy, that 
whereas they Rejoice for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe we have a New 
KING, you Rejoice becauſe we 
have a'Good KING. 


Loyalty be imitated by all His M a- 


JESTY's Subjects: May Oxford al- 


ways 


May ſuch a great Example of 
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The Dedication. 


ways be Bleſs d with ſuch an excel- 
lent Governour, and Glouce/zer never 
want the Honour of ſo worthy a 
Repreſentative. This 1s the earneſt 
Prayer of 


Reverend SIR, 
Tour moſt Reſpefiful, 


and Humble Servant, 


3. T4 
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To the Perſons who were Offended at 
the following Diſcourſe. 


Gentlemen, 
W755 [ perſwaded that others would be as much. of- 
fended in Reading, as you were in Hearing the follows- 
ing Diſcourſe, I ſhould have but ſmall Encouragement to 
make it publick. I could then expect nothing but that after 
the Pernſal of a Page or tuo (which ts aft that you bad the 
Patience to hear) it would be committed to the Fire with 
more [naignation, than a piece of Atheiſm, or Blaſphemy. 

But I believe that the unprejudic'd Reader will [ce nothing 
in it ſo mtolerable, as to deſerve that Fate; or the Contempt, 
which you caſt upon it, by going out of the Church when 
'twas Preach'd. | 

All that is deſigu d in it, is only ts aſſert the Authority of 
the Almighty over his Creatures; to do Juſtice to the Me- 
mory of our late Sovereign in known Matters of Fack, and to 
flrengthen your Confidence in GOD, under Her Abſence, by 
ſeveral Conſiderations reſulting from the Doctrine of his U. 
niverſal, and eternal Providence. : 

And ſeeing this is all that is deſign'd in my whole Sermon, 7 
might make ſuch Animadver/ions upon your Contempt thereof, 
as would make your Principles ſuſpeed, to ſay no worle. 

But I will forbear to aggravate what is ſo extremely Ii. 
nor ſhall I chath an Action, ſo bad in it ſelf, with thoſe ill. 
favour'd Interpretations, which it would naturally bear. 

T will hope that ſuch an unexpected Inſtance of Irreve- 
rence proceeded moſtly from want of Conſideration, and I will 
leave others to Judge as Charitably of it as they pleaſe. 

But how lightly ſoever you may be cenſur'd by others, whe 
are ignorant of the Reaſons for which you did it (and there. 
ore ought to Judge in Charity) yet methinks you ſhould be re- 
reach by your own Conſciences, with the moſt wounding 
Sarcaſms, for being offended at a Sermon, when you confider 
how often you have heard Obſcemiy with Delle bt, and Blaſ- 
phemy with Patience, if no with Pleaſure, , 
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The PREFACE 
recommend my Sermon to your ſerious Peruſal, in Boper . 
that it may be more acceptable from the Preſs, than it Wax 
from the Palpit; {T bd", yo alterations it can make it ſo; 
Far ide Sence of it is ug where aller 4, ibo I have in Jome 
places mended an Expreſſion, wot to diſguiſe. my meaning, 
but to make it the more intelligible). But had I been certain 
that you would look upon it with Eyes as prejudic'd, as the The 
Ears with which you heard it, yet it ſhould not have pre.“ 
vented its Publication, or have made me Deſpair A 
Camdbur from Others, which I could not obtain from You, 

promiſe my ſelf that the Reader will expetF nothing in 
it Zlaborate, or Polite, when he is inform d, that it was 7he 
Fruit of leſs than I bree Days Study, and only defign'd jo 
the Uſe of a Common (Auditory, tho' it be now expos'd 1 
the Cenſure of Criticks, by Reaſon of the Contempt which yoiſ hiſa pp 
6 on 74. | | „ Jzspet the 
77 would have been much more Corret?, had 1 been in. A 1 0 
tended for the Preſs; Aua, there fore, 7 believe its De felt. of this 
vill be the more eaſily pardon'd Hut however it ſhall Lappen nary tl 
in that Reſpee?, I have ventur'd to make it publick in Oe. land th. 
france of your Contempt, and choſen rather to expoſe it to ibeſ vhat t 
Cenſures of the whole World, ban to let it lie under thefl,, riſe 
Diſadvantage of your Miſtepreſentations. Aud ubatever Troubl 
Fefleckions are caft upon me for appearing in Print upon thiiſ cauſe o 
Occafion, 7 hope 7 have Patience enongh to bear them, and Such 
Charuy enongh to forgive them: And thoꝰ I am never ſiffy gue. 
mach traduc'd, and cenſur'd for doing my Duty, I can com ſaddelt 
fort my ſelf with this Conſideration, That my JudgmentÞ;,q Co. 
is with the Lord, and my Work with my God. /. 49. 4 U poi 
* Bs Reaſon 
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PSALM X. 16. 
The Lord is King for ever and ever. 


HERE can be no greater Comfort to the 
Mind of Man under any ſevere, or afflict- 
ing Diſpenſation, than to conſider, that 
whatever Revolutions, and Viciflitudes hap- 
pen here below, whatever ſurpriſing Occurrences and 
Diſappointments defeat our Hopes and ExpeRations, 
yet there is a wiſe, merciful, and omnipotent Being 
that reigus for ever, and preſides over all the Affairs 
of this inferior World: To conſider that all ſublu- 
hary things are-ander his Care and Government; 
and therefore, that no Affliction can befall us, but 
what that all- wiſe Governor ſeeth fit, who can make 
us riſe by our Falls, gain by our Loſſes, make our 
Trouble conducive to our greateſt Happineſs, and 
cauſe our Welfare to ſpring from our very Miſery. 

Such Conſiderations as theſe (if they have a due 
Influence upon us) will give us Comfort under the 
ſaddeſt De jections of Spirit, and cheriſh our Hopes 
ind Confidence under the greateſt Lofles. 

Upon ſuch Thoughts as theſe, we ſhall ſee no 
Reaſon for Impatience, and Diſcontentment under 
the ſevereſt Diſpenſations of Divine Providence: 
But how much ſoever we have been croſs'd in our 
Deſires, and diſappointed in our Hopes, yet we may 
reſt aſſur'd, 2 T hat it is good for us that it ſhould be ſo, 
ry Faithfulneſs hath canſed us to 


and that Þ God in ve 
be troubled. 


(a) Pſalm 119, 71. (b) Pſalm 119. 75. 
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Did we embrace the Hypotheſis of the Arheifts, 
that there is no GOD, or that of the Zpicarcar., 
that tho? there he a G OD, yet he does not concern 
Himſelf in the Government of the World, we ſhould 
then indeed be deſtitute of the moſt prevailing Ar. 
gument for Patience in Afflictions, and there would 
be too much room for Diſcontentment under them. 
We ſhould then believe all croſs Events to come to 
paſs by Chance, or Neceſſity; or to proceed from the 
Malice, or Miſmanagement of humane Agents; and 
ſo could neither hope, that they flow'd from à avij 
{utention, or were likely to promote a good End. 

But We are diſtinguiſh'd by a Perſwaſion more 
reaſonable in itſelf, and more comfortable in its 
Conſequences to the Minds that entertain it: We 
are aflar d. that God's Providence extends it ſelf to 
the utmoſt Limits of the Creation; that his Power 
which made, does ſtill govern the World, and that 
as nothing in Heaven is too great, ſo nothing in 
Earth is too litile for his Care. 

This is the Perſwaſion of every Chriſtian, which 
is founded upon the Authority of G.OD himſelf; 
and hereupon we may hve with a chearful Sub- 
million to his Will, whatever Afflictions we ſuffer 
from him, while we are convinc'd, that they pro- 
ceed from One, who 1s infinite in Mercy, and equal 
in Power, and therefore bqth able, and willing to do 
that, which his infinite Wiſdom ſhall ſee molt for 
our Good. 

And ſeeing the Doctrine of G O D's Providence, 
in the Government of the World, is ſo proper a 
Foundation for Patience, and Acquieſcence under 
unealy Occurrences, a due Conlideration of my 
Text, in which that Doctrine is aſſerted, may, at 
this Juncture, be of great Advantage to ſuch, as la- 
ment the Abſence ot our late QUEEN, "ng are 
duly ſenſible of the irreparable Loſs, which we 


fuffer by the Death of that Illuſtrious Princeſs: A 
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princeſs, whoſe tranſcendent Excellencies none can 
be ignorant of, who were ſo happy as to live in 
Safety under the Influence of her Government; un- 
leſs ſuch as are like the more ignorant Heathens, 
who live upon the Bleſſings of Divine Providence, 
and yet know nothing of that Providence, from 
which thoſe Bleſſings come. v7 
Whoever enjoys the Inheritance, that was left 
him by his Anceſtors, or the Eſtate, that he has ob- 
tain'd by the Divine Bleſſing upon his own En- 
deavours: Whoever is preſerv'd from the Wrongs, 
and Inſults of wicked Men, or allow'd a Legal Sa- 
tisfaction for the Injuries they do him: Whoever 
goes ſecure from Aſſaults and Violence in the Day, 
or {leeps in the peaceable Poſleflion of his Enjoy- 
ments in the Night: Whoever hath his Property 
ſecur'd to him by Law, and is bleſs'd with thoſe 
Liberties, which prevent the Tyranny of the Prince, 
and the Slavery of the People; And to mention the 
greateſt laſt, Whoever is ſtill preſerv'd from ſuh- 
mitting to the Corruptions, or ſuffering the Cruelties 
of Popery, and is not only authoriz d, but encourag'd 
in the open Practice of our more pure Religion: 
Whoever (I ſay) is preſerv'd from the foremen- 
tion'd Zvils, and is bleſs'd with the Continuance of 
the foremention'd Merczes, can hardly. be ignorant 
of the Excellencies of a QUEEN, who preſer ved 
thoſe Bleſſings for us in her Life, and hath left them 
to us after Death, as ſo many Monuments of her 

Goodneſs. | 
Theſe are Bleſſings which we all enjoy, how inſen- 
{ible ſoe ver we may be of our Happineſs therein; and 
we'are very much indebted for them to the Good+ 
neſs of our late QUEEN : For thofe excellent 
Laws, which are made to ſecure, andicontinue them 
to us, receive their Strength and Validity from the 
Royal Authority; without which the beſt Deſigns 
and Means, that reſult _ the Wiſdom of Conſult- 
2 10g 
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ing Senators, would prove abortive and unſucceſs- 


— 
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'Tis the ſupreme Authority, that (like the Soul 
in the Body) runs through, and actuates our whole 
Conſtitution: Tis this, that is the Spring, and 
Movement of all Government; and 'tis this, that 
gives Life, and Energy to all our Laws. 

We are indebted therefore to the QUEEN for 
the Efficacy of thoſe Laws, which were made in 
Her Reign, by which we have many valuable Bleſ- 
ſings made ſecure unto us. 

To Her, under GOD, do we owe the Union of 
the two Kingdoms; which was an Undertaking at- 
tempted by ſeveral of her Predeceſſors, but could 
never be accompliſn'd by any but Her ſelf : This 
was a Work which Providence reſervd to adorn the 
Reign of that mighty Princeſs ; as if Heaven in- 
tended that She ſhould be the Inſtrument of more 
Good, and the Objef? of more Reſped?, than thoſe 
who had liv'd much longer in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Throne. WOE.» L 062 

And certainly no Reſpect can be thought too 
much to be paid Her for ſuch a National Advantage, 
that doth not detract from the Honour, which is due 
to GOD: We can never praiſe Her too much for 
ſo eætenſiue a Bleſſing, while we praiſe Her only as 
an Inſtrument of it; and I doubt not but ſucceedin 
Generations will entertain a grateful Senſe — 
and Honour the Memory of Her, by whom it was 
obtain d. nine 
And as She employ'd Her Care for the Temporal, 
ſo alſo for the Hiritual Advantage of Mankind: As 
may be learnt from her Zeal for the Propagation of 
the Goſpel: This was a Work, which She recom- 
mended from the Throne ; And to encourage thoſe, 
who were concern'd in it, to proſecute ſuch an Ex- 
cellent Deſign, with a ſuitable Zeal, She gave them 
F G65 Het 417 6-7, a 5 TR 
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Her Royal —_— T hat She ſhould be always ready 
to do Her Part towards promoting, and encouraging ſo 
good a Work. And how could She better diſcover 
Her Concern for the Glory of G OD, and Her tender 
Compaſſion for the Souls of Men, than by engaging 
in a Deſign, which was ſo likely to promote the 
Glory of the One, and the eternal Happineſs and 
Well-being of the Other ? How could She live in a 
nearer Imitation of the Bleſſed Jeſus, who declar'd 
the Will of GOD to the Sons of Men, than in 
uſing Her Endeavours to make known the ſame Will 
of God to thoſe, who were ignorant of it, and were 
perfect (b) Strangers from the Covenant of Promiſe , 
baving no Fope, and without GOD in the World. 

This certainly, was an Undertaking, that was 
worthy Her Princely Care, and Her Care in Under- 
aking it is as worthy of our Praiſez And though 
She be now at Reſt from thoſe pious Labours, yet 
we ought not to let the Memory of them be Buried 
with Her, but ſhould entertain a grateful Remem- 
brance of them in our Minds. 

But there are other Inſtances of Her Care for the 
Advancement of Religion, which more particularly 
concern Us, and therefore ought to make deeper 
Impreſſions of Gratitude upon us: Such was Her 
unpreſidented Bounty to the Poorer Clergy; For 
which She deſerves the higheſt Praiſes, that their 
Eloquence can give Her. | 

She was too ſenſible, that their Poverty laid them 
under the Greateſt Diſadvantages ; That it render'd 
them unable to perform ſuch Acts of Charity, as 
might probably be expected from them; That it 
made not only Them, but their ſacred Function li- 
able to Contempt, and fo render'd them the more 
Unlikely to perform their Duty with Succeſs ; And 
to remedy thoſe Inconveniencies, which fo much 


(a) See Biſbop Dawes's Sermon before the Society, for the Propar a- 
tien of the Goſpel in Foreign Parti. 


b]! Epbeſ. 2. 12. 
(b] Eębeſ. 2. 12 affe. 


[5 ] 
affected Religion, She Contributed to their better 
Support out of Her Princely Bounty, and ſo became 
at once a Benefactor to 7 hem, and Rel;zion too. Nor 
did the Bene faction end with Her precious Life, but 
is to remain (as well as other Inſtances of Her Good. 
nels) as long as the Sun, and Moon endure, 

And that She might give no Occaſion of Uneaſi. 
nets to others, by Her Kindneſs to thoſe Objects of 
Her Favour, She did not aſſiſt them by a Tax upon 
Her Subjects, but abridg'd Her own Abilities to en- 
large T heirs, and imparted Her Bounty to them out 
of the Revennes of the Crown. 64. Þ 

The next thing wherein She diſcover'd Her Care 
for the eſtabliſh'd Religion, and which in Juſtice to 
Her CharaQer, I think my ſelf oblig'd to mention, 
is the Extraordinary Wiſdom and Impartiality, 
which She us'd in chuſing Biſhops: She promoted 
thoſe to the Epiſcopal Dignity, who were endu'd 
with the beſt Qualifications ; ſuch as had Learning 
enough to diſpute for Religion, Piety enough to a- 
dorn it, Zeal enough to defend it, and, I believe, 
Courage enough (if need were) to Die for it. 

And it ovght to be look'd upon as an undoubted 
Evidence of Her Care for Religion, that She made 
Choice of ſuch Officers in the Church, as were like. 
ly to be Inſtruments of its Preſervation, and gave 
the greateſt Power to Thoſe, who in all Probability 
would uſe 1t beſt. | 

By this we may clearly perceive how earneſtly She 
defir*d to have the Proteſtant Religion ſurvive Her, 
and how carefully She endeavour'd to be' Defender 
of the Faith, not only in Her Lyfe, but likewile 
after Death. | 

Nor are theſe the only Inſtances, in which She 
extended Her Care for Religion beyond the Poſſi- 
bility of Her Continuance here; But Her Care in this 
re ſpect, was alſo manifeſtly diſplay'd in Her ſolemn, 
and repeated Ratifications.of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 


The 
Her un 
Ind th 
ff Her 
Her Ch 
Y0WN. 
But! 
ſentath 
which 
Religic 
15 Gra! 
for ot} 
have 3 
Tende: 
Had 
ſhould 
courſes 
to the 
to Ger 
rous th 
self; 
iſtence 
the Br 
To 
of Nu! 


Happy 
Glorio 


Theſe 


), 
fe, 


but 
r Good. 


Uneaſi. 4 


ects of 
Xx Upon 
to en. 
-M Out 


r Care 
tice to 
ntion, 
ality, 
moted 
endu'd 
arning 
| tO à. 
lieve, 


»ubted 
made 
like. 
gave 


bility 


ly She 
Her, 
fender 
ewiſe 


71 

| Theſe are all of them the plaineſt Indications of 
Her unaffected Zeal for the ſecurity of our Religion; 
Ind they will always be remember'd as Monuments 
Her Goodneſs, and Shine with a better Luſtre in 
Her CharaFer, than the brighteſt Jewels in Her 


2 N 
But I have given you but a very imperfe& Repre- 
ſentation of thoſe Actions of the QUEEN, in 
which She conſulted the Advancement of Piety, and 
Religion, and for which we ought in Zuftice, as well 
2s Cratitude, to Honour Her Memory: She is famous 
ſor other Things of the ſame Nature with theſe I 
have already mention'd, and ſuch as have a like 
Tendency to a publick Good. | 

Had it not been for Her Royal Command, we 
ſhould have wanted many of the Excellent Diſ- 
courſes now made Publick ; which may contribute 
to the Reformation of the preſent Age, and do good 
to Generations that are yet to come: She was deſi- 
tous that others ſhould be as Wiſe, and Pious as Her 
Self; And therefore Commanded into a longer Ex- 
iſtence, what would otherwiſe have expir'd with 
the Breath, with which it was — ä 

To Her are we indebted for the pious Education 
of Numbers of Children, who by means of ſuch an 
Advantage, may become Examples of Piety, and 
be the Inſtruments of Abundance of Good in the 
World. 

To Her is owing the Safety, and Tranquility we 
now enjoy, after the Hazards and Confuſions of a 
bloody War. | 

And what ſhall I ſay more? The time would fail 
me to enumerate all the Excellencies of Her Reign ; 
Such as Laws, and Victories, Rewards, and Bene- 
factions; All which contributed to make Her People 
Happy, and therefore all conſpire to make Her Reign 


Glorious, 


1 have 
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. T have now taken an imperfect View of ſom? © 
the remarkable Actions of our late Sovereign; From 
whence it appears, that She was a Princeſs of tran. 
ſcendent Virtues, and that we were bleſs'd with ſo 
conſtant a Profuſion of Goodneſs from the Throne 
in Her matchleſs Reign, that thoſe, who complain'd 
of the Defect of Her Care for Her People's Welfare, 
may juſtly be compar'd to the diſcontented /ſraelites, 
who murmur'd for Food when they were fed with 
e Manna. 

There was no Reaſon for Complaint under Her 
gentle Government, by which we were protected in 
the 3 of our Rights and Liberties; And 
the Bleſſings which are deriv'd down to us from Her 
Care, and Wiſdom are ſo numerous, and valuable, 
chat as on the one Hand, they ſhould make us ſenſible 
how Good a QUEEN we have loſt, ſo on the other 
they may ſerve in ſome Meaſure to abate our Sorrow 
for the Loſs: Though Her Death be a juſt Occaſion 
of Grief, yet the Bleſſings which ſurvive Her afford 
us Reaſon enough for Thankfulneſs 3 And though 
they quicken our Reſentment of the Abſence of 
their Author, yet they help to ſupport. us under 
_— Preflures of Heavineſs, which Her Death has 
caus d. | | 
Happy we! Who have ſo much Reaſon for Joy in 
the midft of Mourning, and ſuch Enjoyments to 
Comfort us under fo great a Los. 

Had the Bleſſings, which She procur'd us expir'd 
with Her Reign, and the Peace and Safety of Three 
Kingdoms been Buried with Her 1n the ſame Grave; 
Had our Religion and Liberties vanifh'd with the 
Life of their Protector, and been ſucceeded by Ido- 
latry, and a {laviſh Subjection; Had this been our 
Caſe (as it might have been) How ſhould we have 
Lamented thy Loſs, moſt Mighty Princeſs ! whoſe 
Death had made way for theſe inſupportable Calami- 
ties? Our aking Hearts wou'd have throb'd, and 

trem- 


. 


trembl 
row uf 
Reign 
much 
quence 
than t 
But 
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trembl'd, and we ſhould have look'd back with Sor. 
row upon the Liberty, and Indulgence of Thy gentle 
Reign: It would have griev'd us to conſider how 
much we had loſt in loſing Thee, and the Conſe- 
quences of thy Death would have wounded us deeper 
than thy Death it ſelf. | | 

But bleſſed be God, the Caſe is otherwiſe; And 
the very Reverſe of T7 his is our Lot in every Re- 
ſpet: The QUEEN hath bequeath'd our Religion 
to us in its primitive Purity; Left us in the peace- 
able Enjoyment of our boaſted Liberties, and done 
Her utmoit to perpetuate thoſe Bleſſings to us, by 
leaving Her Crown to be inherited by a Proteſtau? 
Family. 

Theſe are the valuable Legacies, which are left 
us by our late Sovereign, and therefore we have all 
the Grounds for Comfort, that can be deſir'd under 
Her bemoan'd Abſence ; And have as much Reaſon 
for Thankfulneſs, as Lamentation. | 

Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, O Lord, who haſt thus 
ſweetned the Cup of Affliction to us, and indulg'd 
us with the Continuance of ſo any Mercies, to 
Comfort, and Support us under the Loſs of One. 

Were it not for this, our Grief mult needs be ex- 
travagant upon ſuch a Mournful Occaſion, and 
'twould be hardly poſſible for us to think, or Diſ- 
courſe of ſo great a Loſs, without ſome Exceſſive 
Effuſions of Sorrow, either in Sighs, or Tears, or 
Complaining Language. 

Were it not for the Bleſſings, which we {till enjoy, 


how could we bear the Loſs of a QUEEN, whole 


Excellencies were ſuch as I have before mention'd ? 
To which may be added the Virtues of Her private 

Character. | | 
I muſt own I am too great a Stranger to Her more 
retir'd Behaviour, to aim at a particular Repreſen- 
tation of it: But I can affirm from very Good Au- 
C thority, 


— 


—— 


0 


thority, (a) That She was a conſtant Attendant at the 

Daily Prayers of the Church, a Frequent Communi. 

cant at the Altar, an Attentive Hearer of the Word, 
and that in all thoſe ſolemn Exerciſes of Religion, 
She behav'd Her ſelf with ſach a becoming Reve. 
rence, as was as Exemplary to others, as it was pe. 
culiar to Her ſelf. 

O Glorious QUEEN! May thy Memory be al. 
ways dear to Us, and our Polterity, and may thy 
Goodneſs be imitated by thy Lateſt Succeſſors; May 
They equal thy Virtues, as well as inherit thy 
Crown; And may their Re1gns be longer, and their 
Troubles fewer; May they be as Beneficial to their 
Eriends, and as Victorious over their Enemies; And 
may they ( as Thou haſt done ) Enrich the Church 
with their Bounty, Adorn 1t with their Innocence, 
and Defend 1t with their Power. 

I have now attempted a Repreſentation of Great 
ANNA's Excellencies; From whence it appears, 
that She was no leſs a Chriſtian, than a QUEEN, 
and that She Pracrisd that Religion, which She 
was ſo careful to Preſerve. 

But after all that I have ſaid, I muſt own that I 
have been far from giving a full Account either of 
the Virtues of Her Mind, or the Excellencies of Her 
Reign; And the Only Way that I am able to do 
Juſtice to Her Character, is to confeſs mine Inability 
to do it. 

They who knew Her bc/ter, can undoubtedly 
Praiſe Her more; And he that is able to write Her 
Life, may Commend Her (no Queſtion) for the 
Affection of a Conſort, the Tenderneſs of a Mother, 
the Fidelity of a Friend, the Fairneſs of an Enemy, 
the Virtues of a Chriſtian, and the Qualifications of 
a QUEEN. 


(a) Sce Biſbop Beveridge's Sermon before the Houſe of Lords, on 
Jan. 30. And Dr. Sherlock' Sermon, Mar, 8. before the Houſe of 
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Theſe are Things, which gave a Luſtre to Her 
Actions, gain'd Her the Admiration, as well of Ene- 
mies, as Friends, and made Her Life a Bleſſing, 
not only to Her Subjects, but to all Europe. 

But alas! Thoſe admir'd Excellencies could not 
bribe off Death, or purchaſe the Continuance of 
that Life, which was ſo uſeful to the World ; They 
could not prevent our Loſs, but they could make it 
the greazer, and increaſe our Surpriſe, and Amaze- 
ment under the Senſe thereof. 

Good God! How fleeting and uncertain are all 
Earibly Bleſſings, and how quickly do our Hopes 
and Expectations vaniſh ! How is the pompous Scene 
of worldly Greatneſs waited on by a Fatal Cataſtro- 
phe! And how ſhort 1s our Opportunity of doing 
Good! How helpleſs are Riches and Honours, at a 
dying Hour! And how inſufficient is Goodneſs it 
ſelf to prevent Mortality! 

O Death! thou inexorable Tyrant, who doſt 
boldly intrude into the Courts of Princes, and raviſh 
Them from the Thrones in which They Reign; 
Thou dolt tear Their Imperial Diadems from their 
Heads, and wrelt the Awful Scepters out of Their 
dying Hands: Thoſe, who bind others in Chains, 
mult become thy Captives, and ſuch as Conquer 
Kingdoms, muſt ſubmit to thee; Thou doſt aſſault 
the Life of MajeRy it ſelf, nor can the Power of a 
King, or the Piety of a Cbriſtian Command thy D1- 
ſtance : To thee the moſt Precious Life was of late 
a Sacrifice; Nor could the Prayers and Tears of 
humble Supplicants bribe thee to ſuſpend the Fatal 
Stroke. Nothing could arreſt thy Hand, when once 
'twas lifted up, or prevent the Blow, which affected 
Kingdoms, and wounded Millions in deſtroying One. 

But forbear, O my Soul! to complain of Death, 
which is only a Meſſenger from the Celeſtial Throne; 
He could have no Power, unleſs it were given him 
from Above; and therefore is only the om” 

; | C 2 a O 


[ 12 1 
of the Divine Commands: Tis our Duty then to 
Submit, notwithſtanding the Greatneſs of our Loſs, 
and in Patience 10 poſe our Souls. | 

And this we may the more eaſily do, if we con. 
{ſider the Doctrine of the Text, vis. That 1he Lord 
:s King for ever and ever, | 

This is a Conſideration, which may afford us Com. 
fort under the Loſs of the Heſt of Princes; Of Prances, 
who no leſs preſerv/d than govern'd their Subjects; 
and whoſe Virtues. made them as much the Object; 
of our Confidence, as Creatures, ſubject to Mortality, 
ought to be. 

I ſhall therefore proceed to conſider the Certainty 
of that Doctrine; and then draw ſuch Inferences 
from it, as are ſuitable to his ſad Occaſion. 

_ Firſt then, I am to ſhew that The Lord is King for 
ever, or to conſider the Certainty of Divine Provi- 
dence 1n the Government of the World. 

And this is a Doctrine, which has all the Evidence 
on its fide, that can modeſtly be deſir d: It has been 
aſſerted upon Principles of Reaſon by the very Hea- 
thens themſelves, CO O alſo bearing them Witneſs 
(in this important Truth) both with Signs and Ii on- 
ders, and divers Miracles, which as they are Things 
beſide the Courſe of Nature, and above th? FE fhci- 
ency of Human power; ſo they mult be allow'd to 
be the Operations of a Divine, unſeen Hand. 

But I am not about to convince Atherfts, and 
therefore ſhall not enlarge upon the foregoing Ar- 
guments for the Proof of GO D's Sovereignty over 
all the World, but ſhall have Recourſe to Scripture 
for the Proof thereof, where we find it aſſerted in 
the plaineſt, and moſt expreſs Terms. 

There we are told that He makes the Sun to riſe, 
and ſer, and diſſolves the Clouds into Pain, to re- 
freſh and impregnate the Earth. There we are told 


() Matth, 5. 45. 
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[ 13 ] 
that He commands the viciſſitudes of Night, and 
Day; That He appoints to the Sun and Moon their 
reſpective Courſes, and males the Herbs to grow for 
the Uſe of Men. 
Twas a vain Dream then of the Epicureaus, That 


GOD liv'd idly in Heaven, and utterly negle&ed 


the Government of the Earth: They thought it 
beneath 7 hat Glorious Being to concern Himſelf in 
the Affairs of this Lower World; And 'twas the 
Chief Article of their Faith, That he ilighted, and 
contemn'd it. 

But the Light of the Goſpel gives us another View 
of the Almighty, and his Word furniſhes us with 
very different Notions of him. It acquaints us, 
That as He made the World, fo He condeſcends to 
preſerve it too, and that ( tho' He be infinitely 
High, yet) the meaneſt Creature in it is not below 
his Providence. 

This does his Word aſſure us of (as I ſhall pre- 
ſently ſnew ; the Conſideration whereof made David 
vent the over-flowings of his Admiration at the Di- 
vine Goodneſs, and Condeſcenſion, in the following 
Words : b ho is like unto the Lord our G D, who 
dwelleth on Fligb, and yet humbleth Himſelf to be- 
hold the Things that are in Heaven aud Earth? Fe 
raiſeth up the Poor out of ,the Duſt, and /ifteth up the 
Need out of the Dung bil | 

Nor is this the lowelt Degree of the Almighty's 
Condeſcenſion; But Creatures much Inferiour to 
the Poor, and Needy, are the Objects of His Provt- 
dence: He does not confine his Care to «Mankind 
only, but extends it to /rrational and /nanimale 
Creatures: © He coveretb the Heavens with Clouds, 
and prepareth Rain for the Earth ; Fle maketh Graſs 
to grow upon the Mountains, and giveth to the Braff 
his Hood, aud to the Touns Ravens, which cry. He 
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(a) Bf. 194+ 14, 19. (b) Pf, 1 13. 5, 6,7. le) I,. 147.8, 9. 
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drefſes the Fields with Flowers, and adorns the 
Flowers with ſuch inimitable Beauty, as tranſcend; 
the Glory of Royal Pomp. © Conſider the Lilies of 
the Field (ſays our Saviour) how they grow, they 
toil not, neither do they ſpin; and yet I ſay unto you, 
that Solomon zn all his Glory was not aray'd like 
one of theſe. He provideth for the Fowls of the Air, 
which depend entirely upon his Providence , and 
b Fe giveth them their Meat in due ſeaſon. They 
have conſtant ſupplies from his Bounty, becauſe they 
want them, tho they can't pray for them, or return 
Him Thanks; and are plentifully fed by Fi Pro. 
vidence, © bo openeth His Hand, and ſatisfieth the 
Defire of every living Thing, 

Certainly then, if GOD's Providence reach fo 
low as the Beaſts of the Field, it muſt needs reach 


to the utmoſt Extent of Fs Affairs, who is made] 


but little lower than the Angels: If He provides for 
the Fowls of the Air, He takes Care (no queſtion) 
for the Inhabitants of the Earth : If He cloaths the 
Lilies of the Field, and extends His Providence to 
irrational Things, how much more does He concern 
himſelf in the Government of Rational and Intelli. 
gent Beings ; If his Providence be engag'd for Crea- 
tures much inferior to Man, it muſt needs be alſo 
engag'd for Him; otherwiſe it would employ it ſeit 


in the meaneſt Affairs, and negle& thoſe of greater 


Moment and Importance. It cannot be ſuppos'd that 
while GOD's Care is concern'd for Beaſts and Birds, 
it ſhould negle& Mankind, who have the Dominion 
over them, and are rever'd, and dreaded by thoſc 
inferior Beings; That Care, which provides for 
thoſe deſpicable Creatures, muſt certainly be more 
eſpecially concern'd for Men, who are made u the 
Image of GOD himſelf, and are by much the No- 
bleſt Beings in the World. This is the Argument 


(a) Matth, 6. 28, 29. (b) Fſ. 145. 15. (c) PF. 145. 16. 


0 


ns the 
ſcendz 
lies of 
„ They 
10 you, 
4 165 
he Air, 
9 and 
They 
e they 
return 
Pro. 
21% the 


ach ſo 
reach 


made] 


des for 
eſtion) 
hs the 
nce to 
MNncern 
Nntell:- 

Crea- 
ze allo 


it ſelt 


reater 


d that 
Birds, 
ninion 
thoſc 
es for 
more 
in the 
le No- 


ument 


6. 
of 


6 — 


r 

of our Saviour himſelf; Are not tuo Sparrows ſold 
for a Farthing ? and one of them ſhall not fall to the 
Ground without your Father ; Fear ye not therefore, ye * 
are of more value than many Sparrows. "Tis an Ar- 
gument a fortiori, and concludes with great Strength 
and Conviction. If He extends his Care to a ſingle 
Sparrow, (two of which are fold for a Farthing) 
much more does He take care for Aan, who is of 
more value than many Sparrows, and more capable 
of the Communications of his Goodneſs. 

And ſeeing Divine Providence is fo watchfull 
concernd in the Government of the World, — 
eſpecially in the Affairs of the Sons of Men, tis 
certain that no Affliction can befall any Perſon, nuch 
leſs a Nation, but what proceeds from a Mercifal, 
and Omniſcient GOD; For how unreaſonable, and 
abſurd would it be, to aſcribe the Fall of Birds to 
his Providence, and yet aſcribe the Afflictions of his 
People to accidental Cauſes ? To the Treachery of 
a Friend, or the Violence of an Enemy; To the 


Neglect of 7his, or That, or to the unex 


Turns of Blind Chance. A" 

No; The Afflictions of Mankind do not ſpring 
merely from Accidental Cauſes, nor depend upon 
the wavering Uncertainties of giddy Fortune, but are 


leal'd out unto them by a more ſteady Hand. They 


re the juſt Diſpenſations of an All-wife GOD, whole 
Jare is extended over all his Creatures, and who 
Governs all things both in Heaven and Earth. 

And upon this Conſideration, we have all the Rea- 
jon imaginable to bear, with Chearfalneſs, as well as 
Patience, the Afflictions that befall us, and to reſign 
ap our Selves, and Concerns, in the ſubmiſſive 
Words of Eli, bIt is the Lord, let bim do what ſeem- 
'th him good: For who can queſtion his being ſafe 
n the Hands of GOD, or be Impatient under the 


——c » 


(a) Marth, 10. b) 1 Sam, 3, 18. 
Matth. 10. 29. (b) 1 Sams 3 Di. 
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-Diſcipline of ſo tender a Father? Who can aint 
when he 1s rebuk d, or be deſtitute of Comfort ig 


Sufferings come from Him, who better underſtands, 
and more deſires his Good than he himſelf, and is able 
by the moſt unlikely Methods to promote it. What, 
tho' we are depriv'd of the Deſire of our Eyes, and 
the Delight of our Hearts? What, tho' the Breath 
of our Noftrils, the Anointed of the Lord be taken 
from us? Yet He is King, whoſe Dominion is as Ex 
tenſive as the Univerſe; and as Laſting as Eternity 
And this may ſupport our Confidence under tif 
National Loſs, which we-now Lament; Andwe-may 
truſt in GO D (if we endeayour to render our ſelygs 
the Objects of his Mercy) that the Loſs of One Goo 
Sovereign will be repair'd in Another; and that out 
preſent KING will defend the Religion, and Lis 
berties, which our QUEEN has left us; who; 

doubt not will equal the Hirtues, and, I hope, will 
amore than double the Reign of His Lamented Predei 


8 AS} | 5 
'F Grant this, 0 Liond'far-vhy Fon bur Siryconr's [ubt; 
for thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and Glory, ft 
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